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PETICION 10 OPPOSE 
AMERICAN MISSAL 


6,972 Episcopalians Sign One 
Asking Convention at Denver 
to. Forbid Use In Churches. 


DR. ROBINSON IS ASSAILED 


Prayer Book Custodian’s Approval 
of Manual Causes Hints of 
Demand for Resianation. 


The Rev. Dr. Lucian Moore Robin- 


son, custodian of the Standard Book 
of Common Prayer, will be severely 
criticized for having put his imprima- | 
tur upon the American Missal by the | 
evangelical or liberal group of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church at the 
fiftieth triennial General Convention, 

which will open on Wednesday in 
Denver, it was revealed yesterday. 

The American Missal, which was 
issued recently under the auspices of 
leaders of the Anglo-Catholic group, 
is alleged by the opposing group to 
be an imitation of the Roman Cath- 
olic Missal. Fifty-two Bishops have 
put themselves on record as. opposing 
its use in Protestant Episcopal 
churches. 

A number of the Low Churchmen 
are going so far as to predict that 
the resignation of Dr, Robinson will 
be sought as custodian of the Book 
of Common Prayer, which is the only 
official book of woranip of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church. They assert 
that by putting his imprimatur on 
the Missal he violated Article X and 
Canon 46 of the constitution. of the 
Church. . A 

Dr. Robinson, who is:73 years old, 
is professor emeritus at the Philadel- 
phia Protestant Episcopal Divinity 
School, and lives at- Arlington 
Heights, Boston.. In. 1917 he suc- 
ceeded the late Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Hart as custodian -of the Book of 
Cemmon Prayer. ' DNY 


6,972 Sign Petition 


A petition, which a group of the 
leaders of the evangelical group will 
take to Denver for presentation to 
the House of Bishops and to the 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, 
has 6,972 signatures, representigg 
communicants in 424 parishes of 61 
dioceses. It says: 

“Whereas many of our Bishops, 
several of our diocesan conventions, 
a great number of our clergy and, we 
believe, an overwhelming majority 
of the laity, men and women of our 
Church, are of the opinion that the 
use in any diocese or missionary dis- 
trict of the Protestant Episcppal 
Church in the United States’ of 

‘America of the book commonly 
known as The American Missal means 
the introduction of Romish practices 
and the substitution of the service of 
the mass for the prayer book service 
of the holy communion, and consti- 
tutes a violation of the constitution 
and canons of the government of 
such Church as adopted by its gen- 
eral convention and especially of 
Article X and Canon 46, and, further, 
that the supposed certificate of 
comparison and conformity contained 
in the said The American Missal and 
signed by the custodian of the stand- 
ard Book of Common Prayer, also 
constitutes a violation of Article X 
and Canon 46 and is void. ; 

“Therefore we, the undersigned 
adult communicants.of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, do most earnestly 
memorialize our Bishops, clerical 
deputies and lay de ities in general 
convention assembled in their respec- 
tive houses: 

“First: To declare that the use in 
—— 


any diocese or missionary district of 
said book, commonly known as the 
American Missal, recently published 
by the Morehouse Publishing Com- 
pany of Milwaukee, Wis., constitutes 
a violation of the Constitution and 
Canons of said Church as adopted by 
its general convention, and especially 
of Article X and Canon 46 thereof. 


Would Hold Certificate Void. 


“Second: To declare that the sup- 
posed certificate of comparison and 
conformity therein contained, signed 
by the custodian of the Standard 
Book of Common Prayer, is unau- 
thorized and void. 

“Third: To take measures in its 
opinion to prevent violation of such | 
Constitution and Canons by further. 
use of said The American Missal. 

“And we do further memorialize 
our Bishops, clerical deputies and lay 
deputies from their respective houses 
of legislation to send a message of 
assurance that the name, the dcc- 
trine, the ceremonies and nomen- 
clature of our Church, and her mis- 
sionary purpose and her fraternal 
love for all Christian people, are and 
should be as expressed in the Book 
of Common Prayer.” 
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